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vrERVIEW wWiTH [

Q=Det. Joe Nerlinger
A=

This is Detective Joe Nerlinger. It is Wednesday, August 10, 2022, T am out
with i do you go by

I do.

Okay. Uh, we are at _ Florence, Kentucky. So that’s just
basically the intro that  have to put in. We can forget about that.

Okay.
So...

U'm,-and [ martried, um, in 1994. Things were really good, um, when we
were dating. Um, he was very attentive, very kind, very generous. We got
married. Pretty much things changed pretty quickly. Um, the - his attitude
changed and I’ve learned pretty typically that -- from my therapist -- this is
what narcissist do. They rope you in, love bomb -~ you’re great, you’re
perfect. We got married, all of a sudden I couldn’t do anything right.

Okay.

Um, and 1 tried to get back to that - that love bomb state. You know, um,
whatever 1 could do to make him happy again where he would love me like he
did. Um, pretty much withdrew emotionally. Um, no conversations, things
like that. I get pregnant and he starts asking me to have sex with other men.
Now, when I met him T was teaching Sunday school. Um, the pastor’s wife
and 1 had developed a children’s worship program.

Mm-hm.
I was very active in my church. Pretty ionocent. Um, so this concept of him

wanting me to have sex with other men for him was completely foreign. It
scared me to death.
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Mm-hm.

Rejected the idea immensely. Just absolutely no. “Why would you want me to
do that?”

Right.

“This is terrible. How could you, um, push me to do that?” A little side note. 1
had been sexually abused from the time I was six by my stepdad.

Mm-hm,
Um, pretty much until I was in high school.
Okay.

So that felt very, um - very much like a betrayal. “How could you ask me to
do something when you knew how [ had grown up?” I had trusted him with
that information. Um, and, “Why would you ask me to do get into a situation
where I had been abused?”

Right.

You know, so [ can tell you from the point that he started pushing me while [
was pregnant on every time we would be intimate he would bring up me
sleeping with other men.

Okay.

So it was almost like brainwashing or co- cohersion -~ coercion. Every single
time,

Okay.

So I would say, probably in about 2000, um, I had developed (unintelligible) -
probably 2000 - December 2000, I developed an eating disorder. Um, I had
had one previously in high school from the abuse.

Mm-hm.

And it flared up again. Some of it from my family issue. A lot of it from what
he was asking me to do. The constant pressure, pulling away, the fighting over
it. Um, by that time he had worn me down to having, um - doing sexual acts -
performing sexual acts through a webcam. Those were brand-new at that time.
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Okay.

And humiliating. That was awful. But it - it appeased him, and it allowed him
to connect with me. He was nicer.

Mm-hm.

That ap- that, like, kind of - okay, good. I can do this without actually - it
makes him happy, he’s nicer to me, he’s nicer to our children who were, like,
very young -- preschool and toddler, Um...

So - s0 when you did that is there, like, a particular site that you would go to?
I don’t know. He did that stuff.

Okay, so you didn’t have no clue?

No.

Okay.

No clue.

Okay.

Um, and 1 remember there was a young couple that we had initially done that
with and they broke up because they were doing that stuff.

Min-hm.,

And I remember saying to him, “We are treading in dangerous water here.
We...

Mm-hm.

...Why do you want to do this?” We kept going. Um, and then it got to be
where we would drive to Fort Wayne. We lived in Salina area. We’d drive to
Fort Wayne and he would have me perform oral sex on him so truckers on the
highway - truckers could watch. Different - like, it just kept getting bigger and
bigger and bigger.

Now what was the point of going to Fort Wayne?

Just to drive on the highway so people could watch...
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Okay.
...me...
Okay.

...do that. Um, another time we were out on a date he pulled into this
apartment complex. “Take off your underwear. We’re going to go and have
sex with a guy.” Out of the blue and I’m just freaking out. You know?

Where was this at?

Um, we were in Lima. Just things - you know what I mean? Like, the - just
there was this escalation.

Min-hm.,
Of events. So, m...
Did you - did you do that?

No. No, and I don’t think it was real. I think it was just to see how I would re-
would react.

Okay.

Then we were getting ready to move in 2012. We were getting ready to move
- no, I'm sorry. In two th- uh, when did we move? I'm sorry. In - we were
getting r- ready to move. It was 2012. We were getting ready to move from

0 d and he had said to me, “I need you to do this or we’re gonna
get divorced. I need you to sleep with other men or we’re - the marriage is
over.” And, I had a seventh-grade daughter and a sophomore in high school. 1
had never been allowed to work. I was constantly, “Where are you going?
How are you spending money?” My name was never on the houses. My name
Wwas never on a car,

Mm-hm.

My name was - I never had access to our bank accounts. I had not worked
since 1 was in college. I did not get to graduate from college. So I was stuck.
So I agreed. I had terrible shame about that. Um, so that was - that was an
agreement, but there was exireme coercion to do that.

Right.



181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225

> R

o xR P RO R R BR TR ER B AR XL L

vrerview wir:

Interviewer: Det. Joe Nerlinger
08-10-22

Case # 2022-08-0285

Page 5

Unm, the first time that we went to a hotel room - I don’t know the exact date,
but President Obama’s inauguration was on the TV.

Mm-hm.

Um, it was as bad as I thought it would be. It was humiliating. Um, there were
fimes that...

So, like, he has you go in there? Does he go in with you?
Mm-hm.

And - and does he just sit in the corner and watch?
Mm-mm, He participates.

Okay.

Um...

Was there just one other...

Yeah.

...man there?

Yeah,

Okay. Do you remember the name of this hotel?

1 don’t.

Do you know where abouts if...

Tdon’t.

You said it was in Mentor?

It was in Mentor. It was in, like, the Cleveland area.
Okay.

And all of the men that we would find - that he would find for us...

Mm-hm.
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He found through Craigslist. Complete strangers.
Craigslist, okay.

Um, T know that he never got paid for me to do that. He was smart enough -
because he had told me that would be sex trafficking. ..

Mm-hm.

...and prostitution, So we never got paid. He would find businessmen or men
that already had hotel rooms, or there were times that we would go to peoples’
houses. We would go to apartments. That was terrifying. That was the worst.
When we would go to someone’s home.

Right.

We don’t know these people. Um, we’ve been in some really skeichy, scary,
scary situations. I"ve been hit and spit on. I've been choked. I’ve been called
terrible names. Um, which was really hard with your husband there. You
know, um, you’re supposed to...

You're supposed to be the protector.
You’re supposed to be cherished in your marriage.
Mm-hm.

And, um, things were - would ramp up. You know, first it would be, “I just
want you to have sex with men.” And then it would be couples. And then it
would be women. And then it would be groups of men. And I {- 1 fought that.
You know what I mean?

Mm-hm.

T fought that, I lost sometimes and I - and I won sometimes. Um, 1 was never -
I was never the one to choose these people.

Mm-hm.

I -1don’t know - I never had their phone numbers. I never had their contacts.
Um, there were times that he would send me alone. There were times he
would bring people to the house, send them to the house. Um, with a camera
in the bedroom where he would be at work and would watch. So strangers
would come to the house.
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271
272 Q: And this is all in ||
273
274 A: m [
275
276 Okay.
277
278 A And then we continued it in -
279
280 Q: Okay.
281
282 A Um...
283
284  Q: When did you guys move to -area‘?
285
286 A 2017. The summer of June 2017. Um, so, we had a situation where we had
287 gone to a man’s apartment in Lebanon and someone came and was banging on
288 the door and it was very scary. And I was terrified that he was going to be
289 exposed as (unintelligible) [ Like. yov re tr- you are just...
290
291 Q: Mm-hm.
292
293 A 1 kept saying to him the - the more bizarre with this behavior, the more risk
294 you take in being exposed by somebody that is out of control.
295
296 Q: Mm-hm.
297
208 A And - and it - this is what our children - you know, we’re - we - we’re risking
299 being killed and this is the legacy you’re going to leave our children, because
300 detectives are gonna come here and investigate why we are killed in this
301 stranger’s home in Downtown Cleveland in the hood and it’s not gonna just -
302 they’re not gonna go, oh they were just visiting. They’re gonna want to know
303 why the [0 his wifc are in this apartment. So, we were in this
304 situation where, you know, the guy shoves me in the bathroom and says,
305 “Don’t come out.” Because somebody is banging on the door and threatening
306 to kill him. And I just kept saying, “We gotta get out of this. We gotta get out
307 of this.” He just kept ramping things up in what he wanted. So basically how
308 we got to where you are here, at one point he had asked me - I have a friend
309 who has three little boys.
310
311 Q: Okay, do we know when this timeframe was?
312
313 A This was January of 2019.
314

315 Q: Okay.
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And sh- this - she’s actually, like - okay, so my - my friend, this is her
grandchildren.

Okay.

And he said I should volunteer to watch the boys so the parents could go out.
Give them sleeping pills, molest them for him and videotape it.’

Okay.

Now I know from my lawyer when I told her - because this was the straw that
broke the camel’s back. [ had wanted to stay with my husband until my kids
were out of college. And then T knew this is - I can’t do this anymore. This is
just - Tcan’t do it.

Well, now...

When he did this it was, like...

Right.

I gotta go. I had told my lawyer and she had said, “You can’t prosecute
intent.” Because he didn’t touch the kids. He didn’t volun- he didn’t babysit.
He didn’t do anything wrong. He asked me to do that.

Mm-hm,

Then not more than a couple weeks later he had asked me - my son had his
fiiends over. They were spending the night. They were celebrating, um,

etting into a, um, program. They were - my son’s an
H and they were downstairs, My husband wanted me to go down, have
sex with our son and his friends. Right.

Wow. When was that roughly, do you know? Nineteen?
It was January - late January, February of ‘19.

Okay. Obviously...

Idon’t know...

...you didn’t do that, right?

No. No.
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361
362 Um...
363
364 A I refused to offer to babysit. I - I...
365
366 Q: Mm-hm.
367
368 A I -1 allowed him to mistreat me, use me. I will never hurt a child. Never hurt
369 my son. Never - I'm not sure what his intentions wete to ask me to do that...
370
371 Qe Mm-hm.
372
373 A I wonder if it was to keep me tied to him, well you can’t leave me. I have this
374 on you. I don’t know if it was really sexual perversion that he had. T-1 don’t
375 know what he was thinking, I was shocked when he asked that because 1 had
376 never seen those tendencies towards children, other than there were times that
377 we would be with younger men and they would call him daddy while they
378 wete performing oral sex on him. That was shocking to me. I could tell there
379 had been conversations prior to us going over there that I was not aware of.
380 Do you know what I mean?
381
382 Mm-hm.
383
384 A Like - like...
385
386 So - but he was more bisexual kind of...
387
388 A: Right,
389
390 Q: Okay.
391
392 A But that - even having that situation where these young men were calling him
393 daddy was shocking to me.
394
395 Qe Sure.
306
397 A Because | had not been - you know, he was the one contacting these people
398 for us to be intimate with. I wasn’t part of that. So - but I was even thrown
399 when he asked me to do that with the boys.
400
401 Yeah.
402
403 A Thro- very thrown when he asked me to hurt our son. Now our son was. at
404 that - probably- at the time, Still... :

405
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Right.

He’s still our son. So I don’t - I don’t know if this information will do
anything as far as what you guys can do. It’s really hard knowing that he’s the

Right.

Those boys go to the school district. Now their mother doesn’t know.
Mm-hm.

Because I - there was no need to involve- you know what I mean? Like
nothing happened. Um, these are sweet little boys that I think one is a
freshman.

Mm-hm.

The youngest one might be going into second grade.

Okay.

So. I did give my - 1 - I - I totally went to a marriage counselor and I....
Where was the marriage counselor at?

[

Okay.

Um, gosh it was - it was on - she was on (unintelligible). I apologize. Like, a
lot of these details, um - I can’t even remember her name, but my lawyer
would have all those details.

Okay.

Um, we subpoenaed her, She did not take notes of this - right - - which I
thought was odd. Did not take notes.

Didn’t take notes? Didn’t record anything?
She did not record. I was going to record this.

Mm-hm.
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But I was terrified because T had not left him yet.
Mm-hm.

Um, and I should’ve because he did admit to this woman that he asked me to
molest these children and he asked me to have sex with our son.

Did your attorney ever talk to the therapist about this?

She just sent a subpoena for the records. She didn’t talk to her. Um, she did
say if we - my lawyer did say if we did subpoena - if we did have to go to
court, ..

Mm-hm.

She would call her to testify.

But she never talked to this? ‘Cause that’s - that’s pretty damming.

It is and she never talked to her.

Hm. Who was your attorney?

Mm-hm. (Unintelligible) kinda got the reputation as a bulldog. I'm surprised.
Yep. There were times where - there was a lot of expectations with this
relationship of back and forth, where if T wasn’t performing the way he
wanted me to, there would be that withdrawal, the anger. ..

Mm-hm.

...the screaming. So, if he - if we had not had sex with men in a while - and it
- it probably happened two or three times a month. He would be angry. So
then T was expected to initiate that. Do...

Mm-hm.

Do you know what I mean? Like - like, so there werc exchanging of sexy
pictures. A~ not nude pictures but, like, um, pictures, like, uh, of other women,
like, saying, hey I want to have a threesome, and I would - 1 would be

expected to send that. There were times that he sent me pictures of young
boys and young nak- young children.
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And how - how young are to you?

Young, young.

Like, are we talking prepubescent?

Yes.

Toddler age?

No, no, Young boys, like - like, elementary school boys,
And he would send you those?

Yes, I -Tdon’t-1-Ideleted them. I don’t have them, Do you understand
what I'm saying?

Mm-hm.

But there was - and then he’d be, like, well why don’t you send me those? So
1 would just re- flip ‘em back to him. So there was that desi- definitely there
was that...

What - when did this take place?

In - around that - January, February.

Okay.

And then I said to him - I said, “You...” “This is not going where you want
this to go. I am not doing this.” Within days of - of him wanting this.

Right.

This - and T said, “You are...” “This...” “You are treading where you are
going to lose it.” And...

Mm-hm.
...this is that I went to see my therapist. And [ had gone to her and said, “I
need you to fix me so I can save my marriage.” Because I thought something

was wrong with me.

Right,
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And it took me a couple weeks before I told her what was really going on and
he response was, “You cannot fix this.”

Right.

And then in March I went in found- In May I told my family -- my - my
two cousins, what was really happening. And I told ‘em I wanted to leave.
They helped me a get a checking account, a savings account.

Mm-hm.

Start to save some money. Um, ‘cause he watched everything I did. [ started
to work on getting an apartment, finding an area over here so that 1 could still
be close to my children but far enough away from him. Um, I worked on
gefting my name changed after - because I didn’t want to have any
connection. ..

Mm-hm.

...to him if he blew himself up.

Oh. So as far as proof-wise, like, I mean, the - the main - obviously the
pictures of the boys, you know, that’s a felony.

They were more, like, nude - nudist, like, beaches. Like, that you could get off
of the internet. Like - like, kids that - you know what I'm saying? Like - like
pictures of people, like, at the beach with their families. Kind of a thing, like -
like, a situ...

The kids were nude as well?

Mm-hm.

With their families?

There were some like - like, that.

Mm-hm.

Like, of the - they were - they looked very old. So, like, if you - it looked
almost, like, if you were to put in in a google search, nudist camps, or...

Okay.

...something like - does that make sense?
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586
587 Sure. Okay.
588
589 A And I, vou know, like I said, I know I - I bare responsibility in not going to
590 the hin January and February.
591
592 Q: And that was ‘19, right?
503
594 A Mm-hm.
595
506 QO Okay.
597
598 A But I - 1 - there’s no excuse, but I didn’t know what to do.
599
600 Q: Sure.
601
602 A: And I, you know - there’s no excuse. I don’t think the would’ve believed me
603 anyway. I think there’s been things where, you know, there were details that
604 came out in 2020 about our di- our divorce.
605
606 Q: Mm-hm.
607
608 A And the - did nothing about it.
609
610  Q: Now what details about the divorce was...
611
612 A I think there...
613
614 Q: y .-aware?
615
616 A That - that he was cheating. That he was on his computet. ..
617
618 Mm-hm,
619
620 A ...on Tinder, on Craigslist, on Ashley Madison, and things like that, and they
621 did nothing. And I know that that’s probably that’s not illegal, but ethically do
622 you want your [ | | j JQIEcn A shley Madison, Tinder and Craigslist on
623 your work computer?
624
625  Q: Right.
626
627 A You know what I"'m saying? They - I know they brought in a special lawyer to
628 hide - to hide that.
629

630 Mm-hm.
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It’s just icky, you know what I'm saying

Mm-hm. So, after all this has happened now, why come out about this now?
1did...

How did...

...come out...

How did...

...about it.

Well, I know people reached out to you. Correct?

Well, 1 think people were reaching out to -

Mm-hm.

Mm-hm.

And then they started contacting me.

Wha- do you thjnk-eferred you? Or referred them to you?

I think so. I think (unintelligible)...

Do you lmow-?

I don’t.

Okay.

I don’t. I’ve never met her. I don’t know.

Why would she have people - why would she refer people to talk to you?
U, I think people have told her that she ne- they need to talk to me.

Okay, okay.
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I - and T think that’s - that’s what’s happened.

Okay.

Um...

But telling your story now, how does that benefit you at all?

Tt doesn’t. It - I think this is going to expose - it - this is - that’s why I'm so
nervous about this. That’s why, like, my heart drops. Like, this is going to
shame me and my part of participating in that with my ex-husband. I’'m very,
very ashamed of that. And the sad thing is it’s what I did but it’s not who I
was, if that makes sense.

Sure.

It’s not who I was before I met him and it’s not who I am now. Um, it’s what I
did. I - I could lose my spousal support because of this NDA. That - that - that
was a confidentiality agresment that. ..

Mm-hm.

...I’m not allowed to speak about that or I lose my support. And that’s how I
pay my mortgage.

Mm-hm.

And that’s how I pay my bills, Because I ha- I - I get - 1 have no, like, career. 1
-1 earn minimum wage, basically. I didn’t get to - I didn’t get to succeed.

Right.

I stayed home and 1 loved it. I raised my children and I...

Sure.

...was very blessed to be able to do that. So, T have no vengeance. I - T don’t
want anything to do with him. Um, this is going to be - if this comes out, ifhe
actually does get prosecuted for anything, this is going to be devastating to my
children, which...

] understand. T have children.

And I raised him thinking he was there hero because he was gone a lot and
working a lot of times, so he might miss their baseball game because he was
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at, like, a m So I would highlight the good things that
he was doing to kind of make them not feel so bad about him missing their

stuff, So, the thought that it’s going to really change, um, their childhood --
how they see that, so.

Well, other than these pictures in 2019 - and you said that was kinda January,
February-ish, he sent you those. Is that - was that just kind of a one-time
thing?

It was - it was over, like, a week or so. I mean, and like I said, I would send
them back, So I have responsibility in that too, so - you know what I mean?
Like...

Yeah.

Um...

Is that the same phone?

No.

No.

No, [ had to get anew one when I got divorced.

Okay.

Um, but - I - I'm - I - I didn’t want to get - I didn’t - when I left, if I wanted {o
get him in trouble...

Mm-hin.

I could’ve gone right to th I could’ve go- gone right to - I don’t
know, could’ve - I could’ve ruined him right
away.

Mm-hm.

I just wanted to get away.

I understand. I know we’ve covered lot. Um, is there anything else you can
think of that you think I need to know? Um - ckay. I will go ahead and stop
the recording.
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The transcript has been reviewed with the audio recording submitted and it is an accurate

transcription.

Signed

Detective Joe Nerlinger






